
DECKING INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

Tips For Decking Installation
The appearance of this product changes when viewed from different ends. To achieve the most consistent color, 
install all of the boards in the same direction using the end tags (A) as a point of reference or install all of the 
boards with the arrows on the product stickers (B) pointing in the same direction. Installing boards in opposing 
directions will create contrasting light and dark shades of the deck board color and is not covered under warranty. 
Prior to construction, check with your local regulatory agency for special code requirements in your area.  

Veranda Solid Decking
For best results, follow these simple installation instructions, paying close attention 
to gapping, spacing and fastener requirements. Joist Span – 16” on-center for 
residential perpendicular applications. Residential parquet patterns, diagonal or 
herringbone designs all require joist spacing 12” on-center. Contact Veranda 
product support at 877-463-8379 for commercial applications. Side Gapping – 1/4”
End-to-End Spacing – allow a minimum of 1/16” gap for every 20°F of difference 
between installation temperature and the hottest temperature expected. Additional 
blocking may be needed for support (see Figure 1). Allow a 1/4” distance between 
all decking material and any permanent structure or post. After all of the decking has been attached, snap a chalk  line (use white 
or yellow chalk; blue and red chalk will take extra time to wear off the surface) flush with or up to 1-1/2” out from the deck framing 
and trim with a circular saw.
Veranda Slotted Decking
To install Veranda Slotted Decking, follow the installation instructions included with the hidden fasteners, paying close attention to 
the following gapping and spacing requirements. Joist Span – 16” on-center for residential perpendicular applications. Residential 
parquet patterns, diagonal or herringbone designs all require joist spacing of 12” on-center. Contact Veranda product support at 
877-463-8379 for commercial applications. Side Gapping – 1/4”. End Spacing – allow a minimum 1/16” gap for every 20°F of 
difference between installation temperature and the hottest temperature expected. Additional blocking may be needed for support 
(see Figure 1). After all of the decking has been attached, snap a chalk line (use white or yellow chalk; blue and red chalk will 
take extra time to wear off the surface) flush with or up to 1-1/2” out from the deck framing and trim with a circular saw. Veranda 
decking, like all wood and composite decking products, requires proper ventilation and drainage in order to ensure its longevity. 
When using a minimum 2x6 joist standing on edge and the suggested 1/4” side gap, there should be a 2” clear space between the 
bottom edge of the joists and grade in order to allow for proper ventilation. Adequate drainage is also needed to prevent water from 
pooling under the deck.
Fascia
Attach fascia to the rim joist using two screws spaced no further apart than 16” on-center. Fasten the fascia from one end to the 
other or from the center out to each end. Never fasten the fascia from both ends to the center. Leave a 1/8” space between the 
fascia ends where two pieces meet or wherever a piece meets a solid surface (i.e., a corner or a building wall) to allow for expansion 
of the material. 
Fasteners 
For ease of installation, we recommend using 2-1/2” corrosion-resistant, 
composite wood deck screws. These screws help prevent the common 
“mushroom” effect that sometimes occurs when using standard fasteners. 
It can also reduce the amount of pre-drilling and countersinking. If using 
ordinary coarse thread deck screws, the best results are achieved by pre-
drilling a pilot hole and countersinking prior to driving screws. Screws should 
be driven flush with the Veranda surface. Do not over-tighten screws. Use 2 
fasteners per deck board at each joist. For any decking where two boards meet end-to-end over a joist, add additional blocking 
(see Figure 1). Always pre-drill a pilot hole at board ends when using either composite or wood screws.
Color Variation
Like most composites, Veranda composite decking and railing will have slight color variations from piece to piece. This is due to 
naturally occurring variations in wood fibers and polymers. Purchasing all required decking material at one time is recommended as 
manufacturing runs can produce slightly different colors. Do not install if color variation is not acceptable. Veranda will lighten over time, 
and color variation is not covered by the warranty. This color tone shift is dependent upon exposure to sunlight and other environmental 
factors and is generally completed in 60-90 days. Gray products may turn a light brown before changing to lighter gray.
Care and Cleaning
In most cases soap and water will maintain the appearance of Veranda products. If grime, ground-in dirt, or rust marks become a 
problem, deck cleaning products are available at paint stores, hardware stores and home centers. Mold may form on any surface where 
moisture is prevalent, where there is heavy shading, or where pollen and debris are allowed to collect. Cleaners are available that are 
formulated for mold, algae and mildew. Depending on the unique circumstances of a deck, more than one cleaning product may be 
needed. Pressure washers should be used for wetting and rinsing only. Pressure washers should not be used to “blast off” soiling 
agents; attempting to do so can drive the dirt deeper into the material. Test on an inconspicuous area before washing the entire deck.  
Veranda is not suitable for structural use.  Is should not be used for primary load-bearing members such as posts, joists, beams or stringers.  The same common sense 
precautions should be taken when handling Veranda as with wood or other building materials.  Dust masks and eye protection devices are recommended to avoid possible 
irritation from sawdust and chips.  Gloves will help to protect the hands.  Hands should be washed after doing construction work.  

The diagrams and instructions in this brochure are for illustration purposes only and are not meant to replace a licensed professional.  Any construction or use of the product 
must be in accordance with all local zoning and/or building codes.  The consumer assumes all risks and liability associated with the construction or use of this product. The 
consumer or contractor should take all necessary steps to ensure the safety of everyone involved in the project, including, but not limited to, wearing the appropriate safety 
equipment.  Except as contained in the written limited warranty, Universal Forest Products, Inc., does not provide any other warranty, either express or implied, and shall not 
be liable for any damages, including consequential damages.  

For more information, view our website on Veranda at http://www.verandadeck.com
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STORAGE

The colors represented here are approximations of actual product 
color and are meant solely to depict the estimated amount of fade 
after exposure to the elements.

Cover prior to installation to prevent water stain damage.

• All boards must be gapped to allow for thermal expansion and 

contraction. Refer to installation instructions for details.

• Space all decking material 1/4" away from any permanent 

structure or post.

• Use corrosion-resistant coated composite decking fasteners to 

prevent mushrooming and possible discoloration of decking.

• 16" joist spacing for installation perpendicular to the joist. 

• 12" joist spacing for diagonal installation.

Detailed instructions can be found on product literature or 

www.verandadeck.com

INSTALLATION

JOIST SPACING

Warranty available at www.verandadeck.com

Reversible!
2 finishes, 
1 board!

Étant donné l’utilisation 
de matériaux naturels, 

il se peut que la 
couleur des panneaux 

varie légèrement.

Installez les 
panneaux du 

tablier en prenant 
soin de pointer 
les flèches dans 

la même direction 
afin d’obtenir un 

aspect aussi 
uniforme que 

possible!

Garantía disponible en www.verandadeck.com

Debido al uso de 
materiales naturales, 
el color puede variar 

levemente de un 
panel a otro.

Vous pouvez vous procurer une garantie à 
l’adresse www.verandadeck.com

ENTREPOSAGE
Recouvrir avant l’installation pour éviter l’apparition de 
taches d’humidité.

INSTALLATION
• Tous les panneaux doivent être espacés pour permettre la 

dilatation et la contraction thermiques. Veuillez lire les directives 
d’installation pour plus d’informations.

• Prévoir un espace de 0,6 cm (1/4 po) entre le tablier et la 
structure permanente ou le poteau.

• Utilisez des pièces de fixation recouvertes de matériau composite 
résistant à la corrosion pour éviter l’apparition de champignon ou 
la décoloration du tablier.

ESPACEMENT ENTRE LES SOLIVES
• Espacement de 40,6 cm (16 po) dans le cas d’une installation 

perpendiculaire à la solive.
• Espacement de 30 cm (12 po) dans le cas d’une installation 

en diagonal.

Des directives détaillées figurent sur la documentation fournie avec 
le produit ou rendez-vous sur www.verandadeck.com

Los colores que aquí aparecen son aproximaciones al color real del 
producto y sólo están diseñados para mostrar la cantidad estimada de 
desgaste tras la exposición a los elementos.

ALMACENAMIENTO
Cubra antes de la instalación para evitar que se manche con agua.

INSTALACIÓN
• Todos los paneles deben estar separados para permitir la expansión 

y la contracción térmicas. Consulte las instrucciones de instalación 
para obtener más detalles.

• Aleje ¼" todo material de la terraza de cualquier estructura o 
poste permanente.

• Utilice sujetadores de plataforma compuestos y revestidos con 
materiales resistentes a la corrosión para evitar la formación de 
hongos y la posible decoloración de la plataforma.

ESPACIADO DE LAS VIGUETAS
• Espaciado de las viguetas de 16"  para instalación perpendicular.
• Espaciado de las viguetas de 12" para instalación diagonal.

Puede encontrar instrucciones detalladas en el material 

impreso del producto o visitando www.verandadeck.com

Approximation of  Final Weathered Color
Couleur approximative après altération par les éléments

Aproximación al Color Final con el Paso del Tiempo

Les couleurs figurant ici représentent un aperçu de la vraie couleur 
du produit et ne servent qu’à démontrer le niveau de décoloration 
après exposition aux éléments.

Due to the use of natural 
materials there may be 
small color variations 
from board to board.

Install all deck 
boards with the 
arrows pointing 
the same way 
for the most 
consistent 

appearance!

¡Coloque todos 
los paneles de 
la plataforma 

con las flechas 
orientadas en 

el mismo 
sentido para lograr 

un aspecto 
más parejo!

Gray
Gris
Gris

Cedar
Cèdre
Cedro

Redwood
Séquoia
Secoya

Walnut
Noyer
Nogal

Réversible!
2 finis, 

1 panneau!

¡Reversible!
¡2 acabados, 

1 panel!

Embossing will fade from view over time.
Le gaufrage s’effacera progressivement.
El relieve se decolorará con el tiempo.
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Hecho en Estados Unidos

Fabriqué aux États-Unis

Made in USA

Pre-drill and countersink all 
deck screws, regardless of type, 
that are within 1-1/2” of the end 
of the deck board. 
fig. 1


